
The Amazon Basin: Natural History, 
Culture, and Conservation
Study Tour to Peru with Dr. John Cigliano

May 14--25, 2018



Course Info

● Have you ever dreamed of traveling to the Amazon rainforest to see monkeys and 
macaws and dolphins that swim through tree tops? Are you interested in meeting 
and learning about the culture of local Amerindians? Are you concerned about 
rainforest conservation?

● Please join students of BIO 261 The Amazon Basin: Natural History, Culture, and 
Conservation as we explore and learn about the natural history, conservation, and 
culture of the Amazon Rainforest. Our expedition will take place in lowland 
Amazonian forest at the base of Peru’s southern Andes, one of the most biodiverse 
areas in the world. We will learn about the natural history and conservation of 
tropical rainforests while hiking and critter watching on trails through one of the 
most pristine forests in the Amazon and on boat trips on the Madre de Dios and Los 
Amigos Rivers. We will also learn about the culture of the indigenous Haramba
Queros community and how the conservations issues affecting the Amazon 
rainforest affect their way of life.

● This trip can be done as an ecotour or for credit (which would include a required 
seminar and associate fees for a 3 cr. course).

● BIO 261: No course pre-requisite. Class time will be arranged to meet all participant 
schedules. 

● Course is open to all Cedar Crest and LVAIC Undergraduate students with 
Sophomore standing or higher; open to Cedar Crest Alumnae

● At Cedar Crest, BIO 261 fulfills "Science LAC"



Amazon 
Conservation 
Association



Trip Logistics:
Flights

Departure 
Date

Time Airport Flight# Arrival Date Arrival City Arrival 
Time

Mon, May 
14, 2018

11:20pm JFK LATAM #531 Tues, May 15 Lima 5:50am

Tues, May 
15, 2018

9:45am Lima LATAM
#2075

Tues, May 15 Puerto 
Maldonado

1:00pm

Thurs, May 
24, 2018

4:40pm Puerto 
Maldonado

LATAM 
#2080

Thurs, May 
24

Lima 6:20pm

Fri, May 25, 
2018

12:16am Lima LATAM Fri, May 25 JFK 8:50am

Round trip Shuttle service will be provided between campus and JFK airport. 
We’ll review meeting time/location during in-class pre-departure meetings.



oArrive in Puerto Maldonado

oGo through Customs, pick up luggage, begin transfer to Los 
Amigos

oLos Amigos is located five hours by road and river from Puerto 
Maldonado. 

oFrom Puerto Maldonado, a shuttle will pick you up from the airport 
and take you on the 45 minute drive to the port town of Laberinto, 
where you will board a boat for an almost four-hour trip up the 
Madre de Dios River to Los Amigos. 

oThis will be an amazing opportunity to see parrots, capybaras, 
tapirs, caymans, and other rainforest animals (possibly even a 
jaguar!)



Housing & 
Meals: 

●Los Amigos is their most remote location and features 7 cabins with 
basic accommodations: comfortable beds (shared rooms) with 
mosquito nets, private bathroom, luggage and clothes rack, a deck 
with hammocks or lounge chairs, and 24-hour solar powered 
electricity. The dining hall has a lounge area for discussions, 
reviewing species lists, and to talk about the day lists at the end of 
the day.

●Limited internet is available from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in common 
areas. Smoking is prohibited indoors.

●Los Amigos is not handicap accessible; there is a staircase of over 
100 steps from the boat dock up to the lodge facilities, paths are 
fashioned from a variety of materials including loose gravel or dirt. 
Physical limitations should be considered when contemplating hikes 
or other excursions.

●Meals include local, fresh Peruvian cooking with ingredients from 
the kitchen garden. If you have special meal requirements 
(vegetarian, gluten free, etc.), please let us know on forms you’ll 
be completing for Global Initiatives. Given the location of stations, 
it may be difficult to accommodate all dietary preferences and the 
variety of food may be limited. Please take along your own snacks. 



Program Fee: 

● Included in the Program Fee are:

●Round trip Shuttle between Cedar Crest & JFK airport

●Round trip economy seats on LATAM (pls refer to itinerary on slide #4)

● In-country airport transfers

●Shared accommodations as described on Slide #6

● In-country meals

● In-country programming

● Insurance premium for Emergency medical/accident insurance, natural 
disaster, and political evacuation coverage (up through/including age
59). 



Not included

➢NOT Included are:

➢Meals at airports on flight days

➢Personal spending money

➢Visa for non-US citizens

➢Any vaccinations /anti-malaria prophylactics suggested by your 
travel clinic (6—8 weeks before departure) or medical provider

➢Trip Cancellation & Interruption Insurance. Why consider this?
Program fees and airline tickets are non-refundable. What if you 
got sick right before the trip and could not travel? What if you had 
to return home before the end of the program because of 
extenuating circumstances? We certainly hope that these things do 
not happen☺ This type of insurance helps you protect the 
financial investment you are making. 

➢Trip Cancellation and Interruption Insurance would be an extra 
$99. Please contact me at mkucser@cedarcrest.edu if you would 
like me to purchase it for you. 



A note about 
Insurance 
abroad…

o Insurance in the US: Scenario: we go to a medical facility, get 
service, provide a co-pay (as per your insurance policy), get billed 
later for additional costs

o Insurance abroad: medical care may/may not be the same as in the 
US. You will go to a medical facility to get care, pay up front for 
care, get receipts/medical report, submit a reimbursement form 
upon returning home. It may take 6—8 weeks before you get a 
refund. This is typical abroad. Please be prepared. Take along a 
debit/credit card, just in case. 



Program Fee

The Peru Program Fee is made up of:

• Individual costs 
• Costs shared by the entire group

• The following program fee is based on 10 participants signing up for this 
amazing study tour! (so spread the word and recruit your friends!) If we fall 
slightly below this number, we will have to re-work the program fee (re-
price airfare). Most likely, with fewer than 10 travelers, the program fee will 
increase, so please encourage your friends to sign up!

• The Program Fee is $2050 per person based on 10 participants signing up
• This is an amazing price for a trip to the Amazon. Trips like this, which 

include airfare, often cost more than $3000!! 



Payment Due 
Dates

●Cedar Crest has to pay the airlines, the Program Provider , iNext 
Insurance, and Airport drivers all by specific deadlines. If not, we 
lose the reservations and/or pay penalties. We cannot risk this☹

●All payments will be due no later than these dates (you can 
always pay before the deadline):

❑Initial non-refundable deposit of $350 + application form, no later 
than Thursday, November 30, 2017

❑1st installment due no later than Friday, January 19,2018

❑2nd installment due no later than Friday, March 2, 2018

❑3rd installment due no later than Monday, April 2, 2018



Program fee 
payment plan

● This is the payment plan with due dates:

What does non-refundable mean? It means that if Cedar Crest cancelled the study 
tour after November 30, 2017, then you would get back your $350. 

However, if YOU dropped out after November 30, 2017, you would lose the $350, at 
minimum, and the program fee would likely increase for the other students☹

It’s best if you are sure upfront that you can make all the payments by the due dates☺

$350 non-refundable deposit +  
application form

No later than November, 30, 2017

$450 By January 19, 2018

$450 By March 2, 2018

$800 By April 2, 2018



Next steps…

●1. Share program fee information with family

● 2. If you get the OK to move ahead:

● a. Please email (mkucser@cedarcrest.edu) for a one page Global 
Initiatives Application form due by 11/30/2017

●b. Go in person to pay your $350 non-refundable deposit to Courtney 
Kramer in Blaney 209 (Mon>Fri 10:00am—1:00pm) with cash, credit 
card, check or money order, payable to Cedar Crest College, and give 
her your name and let her know that you are on the *** Amazon Study 
Tour to Peru***

●OR

• Call Courtney at 610-606-4666 ext 3309 and provide her your credit card 
info over the phone, along with name, status (i.e. LVAIC or Alumnae)
and “Amazon Study Tour to  Peru.” She is only available Mon>Fri 10:00 
am—1:00pm for payments. 

• c. Bring in to Curtis 201 (with your application form) a copy of, or, your 
actual valid passport for us to copy. The expiration date on your 
Passport must be at least 12/26/2018 or later. If not, you MUST 
renew. Alternate: You may also scan/email your Passport to me at 
mkucser@cedarcrest.edu.



Passport

• If you are NOT a US citizen, please email me asap at 
mkucser@cedarcrest.edu to determine whether you may need a 
Visa!

• Please note: it can now take 4--8 weeks to get a Passport! We will 
need yours no later than February 1, 2018 to move ahead with your 
reservations. 



Upcoming…

●Once the initial $350 deposit has been made by November 30, we’ll 
let you know in the few days afterwards…..

1. If we are moving ahead and the final program fee  

2. We’ll ask that you please complete a series of waivers & forms by 
a specified deadline.

3. Let you know about dates & times of mandatory pre-departure 
logistical & safety/wellness training

Please continue to monitor your email. Feel free to reach out with 
any questions you might have. 



Mary Anne Kucserik

●Director of Global Initiatives & International Programs

●610-606-4666 ext 4551

●Curtis 201

●mkucser@cedarcrest.edu

●Mon>Fri: 8:30am--4:30pm

Kristi Ball

●Administrative Assistant

●610-606-4666, ext, 4082

●Curtis 201

●kmball@cedarcrest.edu

●Mon> Thurs: 9am—2pm


